The End of an Era: A Report on the 2011 Gold Coast Open
 by DOP Charles Zworestine

Sadly, all good things must come to an end; and this year’s Gold Coast Open was almost certainly the last to be held at the magnificent Gardiner Chess Centre. A simple relocation means that the premises will no longer be being used as a chess centre this time next year; doubtless the Gold Coast Open will go ahead, but it will have to be at a different venue... Change can often be a good thing; but I could not help feeling a sense of nostalgia while watching the players battling it out as they crowded to fit in even more players than last year! This sense of nostalgia was only added to by the absence for the first time in many years of GM Ian Rogers and his wife Cathy, long time supporters of the event. Other commitments prevented them from attending this time around, leaving us not only without Ian’s playing (he has been retired for a while now), but even without his coaching and post game analysis; so it was left to others to take up the challenge...
And take up the challenge they certainly did! How appropriate that the Gardiner Chess Centre was graced on its swansong by record numbers, 124 players fronting up to fight it out for the honour of being the latest Gold Coast Open/Under 1600/Under 1000 Champion. Another strong field in the Open was headed this time on ACF rating by IM Stephen Solomon, another long time supporter of the event; but he had to do battle with GM Darryl Johansen (seed 2), as well as the ever increasing crop of dangerous up and comers: third seeded FM Max Illingworth, fourth seeded IM Andrew “Perpie” Brown, fifth seeded IM James Morris, sixth seeded FM Gene Nakauchi and 6 other players rated over 2000! A very strong field of 38 players was bolstered by 39 in the Under 1600 and 47 in the Under 1000 – an excellent field indeed! With all three events played at the standard Australian weekender time controls of one hour plus 10 seconds per move from the start (Fischer), it promised to be a fun event; let’s see how the players fared!
Open Event

With 12 players over 2000 (compared to only 8 last year), this was always going to be a tough event – and so it proved! Mind you, there was only one first round upset: Ryan Louie benefiting from what he described as a blunder to shock Laurent Lalo. But boy, did the top seeds have to fight! Stephen Solomon was always better, but took forever to win good knight vs bad bishop in time pressure against Mike Duffin; while Darryl had it a bit easier, winning an exchange to beat Alex Stahnke. Max’s extra pawn was too much for Daniel Lapitan; Andrew Brown also won pawns, but had a much harder fight before subduing Nizami Ousmand; and Gene Nakauchi was very lucky to win an endgame eventually reduced to rook and two pawns each against Mark Stokes. But by far the toughest battle was given to James Morris by Leteisha Simmonds, despite a terrible opening leaving Leteisha cramped and James with what looked like a crushing attack. But Leteisha fought like a tigress, eventually reaching a drawn endgame of queen vs queen and knight; a pity, then, when she blundered her queen to lose in a massive time scramble.
Round 2 was a bit easier for the top seeds, Stephen Solomon winning an exchange to defeat Daniel Abrahams while Darryl Johansen had his queen trapped against Jonas Muller! It was all part of the plan, though – he got rook and two knights for it, more than enough for victory. Max easily accounted for Sam Grigg after the latter made one quick and incorrect move; Andrew Brown had it even easier against George Lester; and James Morris took care of Allen Setiabudi. Gene Nakauchi had another tough struggle, eventually queening one of his connected passed pawns to beat Ralph Jackson despite being a piece down in an ending with a queen each. Upsets saw Abbie Kanagarajah account for Mike Canfell; and Ryan Louie score his second in a row, this time against Alex Jule after the latter overlooked a trick in an ending in time pressure.
Our top seed kept motoring along in typical fashion in Round 3, Solo winning a piece to defeat Gene Nakauchi; while a high quality battle on Board 2 saw James Morris draw with Darryl Johansen. While this was only an 18 move Sicilian, they were certainly not playing for a draw; but after Darryl forced equality against an ambitious piece sacrifice by James, the latter accepted the former’s draw offer. (See game below). Max Illingworth made rather short work of Ryan Louie, as did Yi Liu with David Cigelj; but Andrew Brown had it much tougher, only subduing Brodie McClymont in a time scramble after a very tough fight. Despite being a piece for two pawns down, it looked like Brodie was the one with all the play, as he had greater activity and a raging attack; but somehow Andrew got his queen in and ended up forcing mate! No wonder he is an IM… Meanwhile Tyson Walker upset Daniel Abrahams; Alex Stahnke drew with Sam Grigg; bottom seed Andrew Davies won a queen to stun Amin Fazel; and Michael McGee won a tough ending an exchange up to shock Tony Weller.
Morris, J (2279) - Johansen, D (2408), 2011 Gold Coast Open Round 3, Board 2 25/06/2011
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.Bg5 e6 7.Qd2 a6 8.0–0–0 h6 9.Bf4 Bd7 10.Nb3 e5 11.Be3 b5 12.f4 Rb8 13.Nd5 Nxe4 14.Qe1 Nf6 15.fxe5 Nxd5 16.exd6 Be6 17.Rxd5 Bxd6 18.Rd1 Qe7 (=) ½–½

So to the final game of a very hectic first day, and an exciting top board match-up between two IMs: rising young star Andrew Brown and four time (including the inaugural one in 1993) Gold Coast Open Champion Stephen Solomon. This battle lived up to its billing, a thrilling clash winding up with a time scramble and Andrew forcing the win of a piece. He ended up with bishop and two pawns against five pawns, two of them doubled; but the only trouble was, the pawns were actually winning! Of course only Solo would have known this; and he went on to win, especially difficult as such a position was for Perpie to play in extreme time pressure. Joining Solo on 4/4 was Mighty Max Illingworth, who triumphed in a tough battle against Yi Liu when his queen and rook penetrated Yi’s position in the latter’s time pressure to checkmate the enemy king. Darryl accounted for Brodie McClymont to reach 3.5/4; and James Morris defeated Gene Nakauchi to join him, winning two pieces for a rook. Upsets saw Ryan Louie’s attack on the open h-file eventually defeat Ralph Jackson, who lost on time; Michael McGee beat Laurent Lalo; and Alex Jule defeat Sam Grigg.
Not prepared to yield to the younger generation just yet, Solo and Darryl put them firmly in their place in Round 5 on the Sunday morning! Max sacrificed an exchange quite early on against Solo; the sacrifice was fine, but Stephen then outplayed Max and engineered a nice finish to force victory and gain the outright lead on 5/5. (See game below). But Darryl and James Morris were breathing right down his neck on 4.5/5 after James beat Michael McGee, and Darryl beat the ever-dangerous Andrew Brown. Perpie sacrificed a pawn for an attack, but fell victim to GM technique as Darryl gradually forced a winning ending. Yi Liu joined Max on 4/5 by forcing his way through complications to eventually win queen vs two rooks against Allen Setiabudi; while locals Alex Jule, Jonas Muller and Alex Stahnke all reached 3.5/5. Alex Jule refuted Tyson Walker’s attack, as did Jonas Muller in rather a trickier position after Ryan Louie had left several pieces en prise in trying to checkmate the enemy king (it nearly worked, but not quite); while Alex Stahnke prevailed against George Lester in another upset result.
Solomon, S (2413) - Illingworth, M (2394), 2011 Gold Coast Open Round 5, Board 1 26/6/11
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e5 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bg5 a6 8.Na3 Be6 9.Nc4 Rb8 10.Be2 Nd4 11.0–0 Be7 12.Kh1 0–0 13.f4 Nxe2 14.Qxe2 Rc8 15.Ne3 exf4 16.Bxf4 Rxc3 17.bxc3 Nxe4 18.Qd3 d5 19.Rad1 Qc8 20.c4 d4 21.Nd5 Bxd5 22.cxd5 Nc3 23.Rde1 Bf6 24.d6 Nxa2 25.Bd2 Re8 26.Rxe8+ Qxe8 27.Rxf6 gxf6 28.Qg3+ Kh8 29.Bh6 Qg8 30.Qxg8+ Kxg8 31.d7 d3 32.d8Q# 1–0

In the battle of the “veterans” on Board 1 in Round 6, both Stephen Solomon and Darryl Johansen thought their position was worse after just 19 moves – so they agreed to a draw! This left Solo still the outright leader on 5.5/6, from Darryl, Max Illingworth and Yi Liu on 5/6. Mighty Max won the battle of the up and comers when he got a mating attack through to defeat James Morris; while Yi triumphed over Alex Jule after the latter miscalculated and popped a piece. Alex Stahnke scored yet another upset with a nice attacking victory over Jonas Muller, a pretty Bxf6 sacrifice eventually leading to forced mate despite a few inaccuracies on both sides. (See game below). Andrew Brown was perhaps just a little bit lucky to defeat Allen Setiabudi, complications eventually finding him a piece for two pawns down in an ending; but fighting hard as ever he got one of the pawns through, forced Allen to give the piece back and eventually won a bishop vs knight endgame a pawn ahead.
Stahnke, A (1730) - Muller, J (2073), 2011 Gold Coast Open Round 6, Board 4 26/06/2011

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.a3 Bxc3+ 5.bxc3 c5 6.f3 0–0 7.e4 Ne8 8.Be3 cxd4 9.cxd4 b6 10.Bd3 Ba6 11.Nh3 Nc6 12.0–0 Rc8 13.c5 Bxd3 14.Qxd3 d5 15.Rac1 Na5 16.e5 Nc4 17.Bg5 Qd7 18.cxb6 axb6 19.f4 Ra8 20.Rc3 Nc7 21.Bf6 gxf6 22.exf6 Ne8 23.Qg3+ Kh8 24.Qh4 Rxa3 25.Rxa3 Nxa3 26.Qh6 Rg8 27.Ng5 Nxf6 28.Qxf6+ Rg7 29.Rf3 Nc4 30.Rg3 Kg8 31.Qh6 Qa4 32.h3 Qd1+ 33.Kh2 Qc2 34.Ne4 Rxg3 35.Nf6+ 1–0

This left us with the decisive final round, and Stephen Solomon seemed happy with a draw after being down on time early against Yi Liu; Solo offered, but Yi declined. Unfortunately the youngster regretted this decision later on, as he was gradually outplayed until Solo’s doubled ranks on the seventh rank proved decisive and forced victory. So Solo reached 6.5/7 and added the title of 2011 Gold Coast Open Champion to his ever growing collection; while the chasing pack had to content themselves with second place at best. Having arrived at a symmetrical and equal position, Darryl and Max agreed to a draw to share second place on 5.5/7; they were joined there by James Morris, who convincingly outplayed Alex Stahnke’s Hippo. Yi was relegated to equal fifth with Brodie McClymont, who defeated Alex Jule; and  Gene Nakauchi, who made very hard work of what looked like an easy win when he was a piece and a couple of pawns ahead against Andrew Brown. Desperately battling on, Perpie managed to get the game all the way down to the theoretically drawn endgame of rook against rook and bishop; but sadly he was too short of time, and blundered in the mutual time scramble to lose the game anyway.
Prize List: 1st IM Stephen Solomon 6.5/7; = 2nd FM Max Illingworth, GM Darryl Johansen, IM James Morris 5.5; = 5th Yi Liu, Brodie McClymont, FM Gene Nakauchi 5; = 8th Jonas Muller, Alex Stahnke (1st Under 2000) 4.5; = 2nd Under 2000 Mike Duffin, Tony Weller 4.

Gold Coast Under 1600
Top seed here was Nicholas Johnson at 1547, with third seed Axel Stahnke the only one of the top eight seeds who was over 16 years old! Twelve year old Callum Gray was second seed, and joined the top five seeds in all winning fairly handily in Round 1; only Axel really had to work for his win against junior Zachary Pomerenke, eventually engineering a nice checkmate in a tricky ending with two rooks and bishop against two rooks – and passed pawns all over the board! Upsets saw Allan Foster defeat Harry Hughes, and Jim Rogers draw with Jeremy Mullaly... Round 2 then saw Nicholas Johnson and Axel Stahnke continue on their merry way with wins; but second seed Callum Gray was not so lucky, overpressing to lose against Kees Huband-Lint. Their rook ending may have been drawn, with both sides having strong passed pawns; but Callum wanted to win, took risks and paid the price. Equal fourth seeds Natasha Bortsova and Oliver McCarthy also did not win; Natasha could only draw with Gary Sands, while Oliver went down to Nick Kospartov.
Things got interesting already in Round 3, with Travis Baker giving Nicholas Johnson a real battle on top board! Despite being the exchange down early, Travis fought back into one of those confoundedly difficult rook endgames, this one with four pawns each; but Nicholas then used a big time advantage and a powerful advanced passed d-pawn to force victory. Axel Stahnke won a piece cold to beat Ross Mills; while Nick Kospartov upset Matthew Pyper to join them on 3/3. In a fascinating game on Board 4, Kees Huband-Lint missed a golden opportunity to join them when he could only draw a lengthy battle with Natasha Bortsova. With major pieces and opposite coloured bishops Kees at first looked better, and indeed he won the exchange; but then he sacrificed a rook back for an attack that proved insufficient, and in the end he had to settle for a draw by perpetual check. This left him alone on 2.5/3 and still well in contention; while Natasha joined a large group of players on 2/3.
Round 4 saw Nicholas Johnson wins heaps of material to defeat Nick Kospartov, reaching 4/4 and the outright tournament lead after Kees Huband-Lint continued his good form by upsetting Axel Stahnke. This was an excellent game by Kees, getting a passed pawn through to wind up a piece and a couple of pawns ahead and winning easily. With Kees outright second on 3.5/4 going into Day 2, he was now due to play a critical game against the top seed – how would the youngster fare? Another junior, Callum Gray, won a difficult bishop and pawn endgame against Hans-Peter Muller to join a large group of players on 3/4. Also in this group were Jared Louie, who upset Oliver McCarthy, and Zac Clarkson, who stunned Ross Mills; while the only other upset saw Daniel Nowshadi defeat Zachary Pomerenke.
Still our top seed kept on trucking in Round 5, Nicholas Johnson winning a classical Nimzo against Kees Huband-Lint by simply winning the latter’s weak pawns! It was all over far too quickly for Kees’ liking; he resigned when about to lose a third pawn... The resultant 5/5 score for Nicholas thus gave him a full point lead over the field, from Axel Stahnke, Natasha Bortsova, Travis Baker and Jared Louie on 4/5. Axel received a very generous gift from Nick Kospartov, who stunned his opponent by walking into a mate on move 5; while Natasha perpetrated a nice pseudo sacrifice of a piece (Nxf7) to force victory against Zac Clarkson. Travis had it much harder, fighting back from a piece for two pawns down to win with his pawns against Callum Gray. Anthony Solomon could have joined them, but missed mate in one and another forced win to end up only drawing with Matthew Pyper; while Daniel Nowshadi continued his run of upsets, this time triumphant against Jeremy Mullaly.
Just when we thought Nicholas Johnson was running away with it, he fell victim to another violent mating attack from Natasha Bortsova, the latter taking advantage of a rather inaccurate choice to castle queenside by Nicholas after she had castled kingside. A thematic b5 as Black meant that her queen and rooks penetrated White’s defences, and she had a winning attack on the enemy king; and despite various inaccuracies along the way, she ended up winning the enemy queen to triumph. (See game below). So Nicholas and Natasha shared the lead on 5/6 with Axel Stahnke, who accounted for Jared Louie; while Matthew Pyper and Kees Huband-Lint were just half a point further back on 4.5/6. Matthew’s two beautiful bishops led to a crushing attack winning heaps of material to defeat Travis Baker; while Kees won a piece to win his game against Anthony Solomon. Other upsets saw Zac Clarkson defeat Callum Gray; and Daniel Nowshadi draw with Oliver McCarthy.
Johnson, N (1547) - Bortsova, N (1436), 2011 Gold Coast Open Round 6, Board 1 26/6/2011
1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.h3 b6 5.Nf3 Bb7 6.Be3 Nd7 7.Qd2 Ngf6 8.Bd3 c5 9.d5 a6 10.a4  0–0 11.0–0–0 Qc7 12.Bc4 b5 13.axb5 axb5 14.Bxb5 Nxe4 15.Qd3 Ra1+ 16.Nb1 Qa5 17.Qxe4 Ra8 18.Nfd2 Qxb5 19.Nb3 R1a2 20.Nc3 Bxc3 21.bxc3 c4 22.Nd4 Ra1+ 23.Kd2 Rxd1+ 24.Rxd1 Qxd5 25.Qxe7 Nc5 26.Ke1 Qxg2 27.Qxd6 Ne4 28.Ne2 Nxd6 29.Rxd6 Ra1+ 30.Kd2 Qh1 1–0

An exciting final round saw Axel Stahnke force a winning rook endgame on top board against Natasha Bortsova, his doubled rooks on the seventh hoovering her pawns. A pity for Axel, then, that his technique failed him, as a battling Natasha somehow managed to draw! This meant equal first for the two of them on 5.5/7 with Matthew Pyper, after the latter’s attack forced the win of a piece and an easy simplification to a won ending against Nicholas Johnson. The top seed was thus half a point short on 5/7; and draws on the next three boards kept others on that score or below. Only Daniel Nowshadi would have been happy with this, his upset win over Nick Kospartov finishing an excellent event for him and leaving him outright first in his rating group.
Prize List: = 1st Natasha Bortsova, Matthew Pyper, Axel Stahnke 5.5/7; = 1st Rating Group A Zac Clarkson, Jared Louie, Craig McGregor, Hans-Peter Muller 4.5; 1st Rating Group B Daniel Nowshadi 4.5; = 2nd Rating Group B Wei-Wei Tsai, Ivan Zelich 3.5.
Gold Coast Under 1000
The top seed in this event was Raymond Liang (993), followed by Ben Taylor (958) and Lachlan Von Pein (933) – not that ratings mean much in this event! They all won quickly in Round 1, the upsets not beginning until Board 6 where Sam Shaw beat Adrian Cho. More quick wins for the top 5 seeds in Round 2; but Zane Clarkson scored yet another blow for youth when he upset Lech Leskiewicz. Upsets by Anneliese McConnell and Andrew Johnson (the latter for the second round in a row) left them in a group of 10 players on 2/2. The battle was just beginning...
Not too much changed in Round 3, except Ben Taylor took a half point bye; but Raymond and Lachlan both won, as did fourth seed Mitchell Johnson and fifth seed Kerry Zhu. Andrew Johnson made up a trio of 5 players on 3/3 (with Ben Taylor on 2.5), impressing with yet another upset win over the experienced David Soul. This looked like a high quality game, going down to an ending with rook and five pawns each; and it was Andrew who handled the endgame better... Round 4 then saw the top seeds finally meeting, with Raymond Liang too good for Mitchell Johnson on top board; he thus begun Day 2 alone in the lead on 4/4. Ben Taylor stopped the run of Andrew Johnson to reach 3.5/4, where he was joined by Lachlan Von Pein and Kerry Zhu after they drew a high quality game on Board 2. An intriguing king and pawn endgame saw passed pawns on both sides neutralising each other; so a draw was probably the correct result...
Round 5, held bright and early on Sunday morning, saw Ben Taylor win a piece to defeat Kerry Zhu on Board 2; he was joined in the lead on 4.5/5 by Lachlan Von Pein, who won a topsy-turvy top board game against Raymond Liang. It looked like Raymond would win, a piece ahead until he gave it back to a fork; but then Lachlan gradually outplayed him in the ending to force a most meritorious victory. The 5 players just half a point further back on 4/5 were Raymond, Mitchell Johnson (who refuted Peter-John Bargo’s piece sacrifice for an attack on the enemy king); Adrian Cho, David Soul and Brian Glover. Round 6 then saw Lachlan Von Pein take the outright lead on 5.5/6 by defeating Ben Taylor. Just half a point behind were Raymond Liang, who won a queen ending against Brian Glover; and Mitchell Johnson, victor over Adrian Cho.
A thrilling climax now seemed in store for this event; and the top boards did not disappoint! The Board 1 game between Lachlan Von Pein and Mitchell Johnson was an interesting game, with Lachlan attacking as White but happy with a draw to guarantee himself outright first – a fact which nearly got him into trouble! Mutual errors left a drawish endgame, till Lachlan blundered a piece and was losing – but fighting as ever he won the piece back, and ended up drawing a king and pawn ending. (See game below). This left him outright first on 6/7, with Mitchell having to be content with equal second on 5.5/7 with Ben Taylor and Max Byrnes. Max won an exchange and a pawn to beat Raymond Liang; while Ben won a piece to defeat Martin Harmon.
Von Pein, L (933) - Johnson, M (895), 2011 Gold Coast U1000 Round 7, Board 1 26/06/2011
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Bc4 Bb4 5.d3 0–0 6.Bd2 d6 7.Nd5 Bxd2+ 8.Qxd2 Nxd5 9.Bxd5 Bd7 10.c3 Rb8 11.Qe3 a6 12.0–0 Ne7 13.Bb3 Kh8 14.Ng5 Kg8 15.Qf3 Be8 16.h4 h6 17.Nh3 c6 18.g4 d5 19.g5 hxg5 20.Nxg5 Qd6 21.Kh1 f5 22.Rg1 fxe4 23.Qxe4 Qg6 24.Qxe5 Qh5 25.Rg2 Ng6 26.Qe6+ Kh8 27.Qd6 Rc8 28.Ne6 Rf3 29.Rag1 Rh3+ 30.Rh2 Qf3+ 31.Rgg2 Nxh4 32.Qf8+ Qxf8 33.Nxf8 Rxh2+ 34.Rxh2 g5 35.Ne6 Kg8 36.Nxg5 Ng6 37.c4 Kg7 38.cxd5 cxd5 39.Bxd5 Rc5 40.Ne6+ Kf6 41.Bb3 Bc6+ 42.f3 Bxf3+ 43.Kg1 Rc1+ 44.Kf2 Ne5 45.Nc5 Rxc5 46.d4 Ng4+ 47.Kg3 Nxh2 48.dxc5 Ke5 49.Kxh2 Bd5 50.Bxd5 Kxd5 51.Kg3 Kxc5 52.Kf3 Kd4 53.Ke2 Kc4 54.Kd2 b5 55.Kc2 a5 56.b3+ Kb4 57.Kb2 ½–½

Prize List: 1st Lachlan Von Pein 6/7; = 2nd Max Byrnes, Mitchell Johnson, Ben Taylor 5.5; = 1st Rating Group A Peter-John Bargo, Sam Brekelmans 5; 1st Rating Group B Brian Glover 5; 2nd Rating Group B Martin Harmon 4.5.

