Fifth Coffs Harbour Open: 2 Down, 38 To Go…
by DOP Charles Zworestine

It was sad: a change of date was supposed to bring more players, not less! Yet when the final numbers were confirmed, it was two down on last year’s 40… Still, 38 players did make the fifth Coffs Harbour Open the largest of all the NSW country events; and they were thrilled to welcome back their prodigal son, the relatively recently crowned GM Zong-Yuan Zhao. He was the beneficiary of a lovely presentation at the start of the event, befitting the social nature of a tournament that always features a very nice BBQ at the end. Mind you, he was always likely to be challenged: not only by IM Stephen Solomon (the Australian Champion), but also by FM Brian Jones (who upset him here in 2005), and those ever dangerous Gold Coast juniors (headed by Gene Nakauchi). The standard one hour plus 10 seconds per move Fischer time limit made things even more dangerous; like last year, we were in for some fun right from the start…
Round 1 featured even more upsets than usual, although the top four seeds (Zhao, Solomon, Gene Nakauchi and Brian Jones) all won fairly comfortably. But fifth seed Sam Grigg did not, as he was stunned by rapidly improving local Sam Brown! Brown’s active pieces won him a key pawn, and with Grigg in time pressure this was always going to be a problem; Brown blundered back the pawn trying to blitz, but in a double edged position ended up winning on time. Another upset occurred on the next board, as sixth seed Alan Tankel was lucky to draw with Robbie Peck when tactics won the latter a pawn; if he had played on a bit he would have seen he had virtually a forced win… Other upsets were scored as usual by juniors: Alex Miles won material to beat a rusty Edward Zhao (Zong-Yuan’s father!), and Daniel Lapitan did likewise to Matthew Stevens.
The top four seeds kept winning in Round 2, although Stephen Solomon made hardest work of it against Milorad Lukic; but in the end his two pieces triumphed over his opponent’s rook and pawns. Rated just 985, it was little Daniel Lapitan who pulled off the biggest upset, beating Richard Eccles (1642) after a topsy turvy game where both players had the advantage at different times, but Richard ended up losing a rook to tactics in time pressure. Alex Stahnke was lucky to draw his game with unrated local Neil Riding, who chose to win the exchange rather than open lines to splatter the enemy king – thus walking right into a forced perpetual check! Alan Tankel, on the other hand, gave his opponent Alf Klinkby too much play for his extra exchange, and in the end had to settle for a draw by repetition. Meanwhile the juniors were at it again: Robbie Peck upset Edward Zhao, while Matthew Stevens walked into a mate to lose to Martin Jack.
Fighting chess was definitely being played in this event, as there was not even a single draw in Round 3… The top four seeds still all won: Zhao beat Alkin convincingly, as did Solo by attacking Jonas Muller to death as White. Gene was also a fairly comfortable winner against John Marsden, but BJ had to struggle a lot more in an unbalanced position with the players castled on opposite sides before his attack won a piece to beat Daniel Lapitan. Alex Stahnke won a piece to a bishop fork to upset Alan Tankel; he was joined on 2.5/3 by Robbie Peck, who won a knight ending a pawn ahead to defeat Neil Riding. Upsets this round were scored by adults for once: Sam Brown over David Mearns, and Alf Klinkby against Matthew Stevens.
In the last game to finish, Zong-Yuan convincingly beat Gene in Round 4; superior activity and a powerful passed pawn saw him clean up, winning a piece in the end. This catapulted him to 4/4, sharing the lead with Solo after the latter beat Brian Jones. BJ, a pawn up after a better opening, joined a large club of players who have been “Soloed”: fighting as ever, Solo got counterplay with a potent a3-pawn to end up triumphant. Alex Stahnke defeated Robbie Peck on Board 3 to reach 3.5/4, in spite of blundering his queen for two minor pieces; as the activity of his pieces compensated, they got in and ended up mating! Sam Grigg recovered to 3/4 with a “chainsaw massacre” (his words) of Lukic from a good French Defence as Black. Sam Brown and Daniel Lapitan continued their good runs: Sam upset John Alkin, while Daniel drew with Ken Creech.
Everyone was expecting a thriller between the top two seeds on Sunday morning; and Solo and Zong-Yuan did not let them down... From a locked position that looked hard to break through, suddenly Yuan sacrificed a piece; and a fascinating game ensued, where neither player seemed willing to capture the enemy piece! With pieces left en prise for many moves, it was a hard position to calculate; and sadly for Solo he lost on time in a probably lost position while trying to do so (see game below). Meanwhile BJ ground down Alex Stahnke positionally in an ending to reach 4/5, where he was joined by Gene and Sam Grigg who were much more tactical in beating Sam Brown and Richard Eccles respectively. Gene got the better of a forced capturing sequence, while Sam Grigg forced through a mating attack in a miniature. Jonas Muller was also on 4/5 after beating Neil Riding. Upsets were scored by Martin Jack over Edward Zhao, Alex Miles against Bill Ross, Robbie Peck’s queen against Lukic’s rook and minor pieces and Daniel Lapitan over Trent Parker; the latter two thereby joined Alex Stahnke still in contention on 3.5/5.
Solomon, S (2441) - Zhao, Z (2591), 2008 Coffs Harbour Open Round 5, Board 1 20/7/2008
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Be2 0–0 6.Nf3 e5 7.0–0 Nc6 8.d5 Ne7 9.Ne1 Nd7 10.Nd3 f5 11.f3 Rf7 12.Bd2 f4 13.g4 Bf6 14.b4 h5 15.h3 Rh7 16.Kg2 Kg7 17.a4 Bh4 18.Be1 Ng8 19.Rh1 Nh6 20.a5 Nf7 21.c5 Bxe1 22.Qxe1 Nf6 23.Nf2 Bd7 24.a6 b6 25.c6 Be8 26.Nd3 Ng5 27.Qf2 Bf7 28.h4 Nxf3 29.g5 Nd4 30.Nxf4 Ng4 31.Bxg4 hxg4 32.Kg3 exf4+ 33.Kxg4 Qc8+ 34.Kxf4 Nf5 35.h5 Qe8 36.h6+ Kg8 37.Kg4 Qe5 38.Rac1 Bxd5 39.exf5 gxf5+ 40.Kh5 Bxh1 and White lost on time just before playing Ne2 0–1
Zong-Yuan reached 6/6 by scoring a crushing attack on the king to beat Sam Grigg in Round 6, thus guaranteeing himself at least equal first. But the player still on 5/6 who could catch him was a surprise, as Gene Nakauchi did not fall for any of Solo’s usual tricks! Having achieved a vastly superior position a pawn ahead, Gene went on to win another pawn and calmly close out their ending. Hotly pursuing him were three players on 4.5/6, after Brian Jones’ exchange sacrifice achieved only a perpetual check against Jonas Muller and Alex Stahnke refuted an unsound Daniel Lapitan trick to beat him. The usual upsets occurred on the next few boards, as Robbie Peck drew with Marsden, Buciu won a piece to beat Tankel and Gary Losh defeated Richard Eccles. Upsets also happened lower down, as blind star Alex Momot stunned Edward Zhao and Mary Wilkie won the prize for the cutest stalemate trick in her draw with Axel Stahnke!
History was created when Zhao became the first player to win the event with a perfect score, his win against Brian Jones coming after the latter sacrificed a piece for an attack which failed. The real excitement was on Board 2, where Jonas Muller played a top game to win the exchange and eventually upset Gene Nakauchi (see game below). So outright second for Jonas on 5.5/7, with Solo, Gene and Sam Grigg sharing third on 5/7 after Solo ground down Alex Stahnke, and Sam got another crushing attack through to beat Aurel-John Buciu. Alex had to be content with equal first Under 1650 with Ken Creech, who drew with Robbie Peck; Robbie shared first Under 1500 with Gary Losh, who drew with John Marsden. Phil Patterson’s upset win over Bill Ross earnt him outright first Under 1200, with a four-way tie for second only being joined by Martin Jack after he upset Axel Stahnke in a lengthy queen and pawn ending a pawn up.
Muller, J (1679) - Nakauchi, G (2020), 2008 Coffs Harbour Open Round 7, Board 2 20/7/08
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Bd3 Bc5 6.Nb3 Be7 7.Nc3 b5 8.0–0 Qc7 9.f4 d6 10.Qe2 Nd7 11.Bd2 Ngf6 12.Rae1 Bb7 13.Kh1 Rc8 14.e5 Nd5 15.Nd4 Nc5 16.Qg4 g6 17.Ne4 Nxe4 18.Bxe4 Qd7 19.f5 gxf5 20.Nxf5 dxe5 21.Ng7+ Kd8 22.Ba5+ Rc7 23.Bxc7+ Kxc7 24.Bxd5 exd5 25.Qxd7+ Kxd7 26.Rxe5 and White eventually won 1–0
Prize List: 1st GM Zong-Yuan Zhao 7/7; 2nd Jonas Muller 5.5; = 3rd IM Stephen Solomon, FM Gene Nakauchi, Sam Grigg 5; = 1st Under 1650 Ken Creech, Alex Stahnke 4.5; = 1st Under 1500 Gary Losh, Robbie Peck 4.5; 1st Under 1200 Phil Patterson 4; = 2nd Under 1200 Martin Jack, Daniel Lapitan, Alex Miles, Mary Wilkie 3.5.
