A Report on the 2008 Queensland Juniors

by Charles Zworestine

I have to admit it, I love my trips to the Gold Coast; so when Graeme Gardiner told me that this year’s Queensland Juniors would be held at the Gardiner Chess Centre again and would I like to be DOP, I was more than happy to oblige! Four small tournaments, all with numbers between 15 and 20 and full of enthusiastic juniors – what could be better than that? Lots of variation, too, with the Under 18s playing at a slow time control of 60 minutes each plus 30 seconds per move from the start (Fischer) but the younger ones playing faster – but of course! The Under 10s and Under 12s played at 35 minutes each plus 10 seconds per move from the start (Fischer), and the Under 8s at 15 minutes each plus 10 seconds per move from the start (Fischer). Let’s see how everybody fared at these time controls; of course they were almost irrelevant for the Under 8s, who always play blitz…
Under 18/16/14

This 19 player event, seeded on ACF ratings, had top seed Gene Nakauchi (2020) followed by visiting Canberran Andrew Brown (better known as Perpie, rated 1925), Sam Grigg (1783) and Jonas Muller (1679). These were probably the main contenders; but of course, they had many other dangerous rivals… The first round saw Perpie winning a piece in the first game to finish on Board 2 against Lachlan Pedersen-Lee, who ended up being checkmated! Caleb Eriksson also got checkmated by Gene Nakauchi on Board 1, while Board 3 saw Sam Grigg’s active pieces eventually overwhelm Brandon Leggett. Most other results went according to seeding, though Alex O’Flynn had to work very hard before eventually winning a rook and opposite coloured bishop ending two pawns up (which he had won due to a nice rook sacrifice) against Nizami Ousmand. The exception was Sebastian Jule, who won an exchange for a pawn but made the mistake of swapping off queens to give his opponent, Jonathan Ringrose, two connected central passed pawns. The result of this was Jonathan winning the exchange back to wind up in a dead won bishop ending a pawn up; but he could not see how to break a blockade to win it, so a very lucky Sebby was thrilled to accept his opponent’s draw offer!
Round 2 saw Gene win quite convincingly on Board 1 against Daniel Ford, a dangerous opponent who beat him the last time that they played; but on this occasion pressure won Gene an exchange, and he remained very calm in mutual time pressure and ended up cashing in to checkmate Daniel! The best game of the event so far was Perpie’s Board 2 victory against Robin Wei; Perpie won a piece but at great risk to his king, and sadly for Robin he failed to take chances to win  material back and gradually ran his position down till the material counted and he was lost (see game below). Sam Grigg defeated Jake Pyper on Board 3; Jonas Muller got a nice positional bind and strangled poor Sally Yu to death on Board 4; while on Board 5 Sebastian Jule nearly trapped Alex O’Flynn’s bishop, resulting in winning pawns and mangling Alex’s pawn structure leading to a convincing victory. Almost all the remaining games this round were draws, including a dead drawn opposite coloured bishop ending between Brandon Leggett and Yuta Aikama on Board 8; although Abbie Kanagarajah did manage to beat Nizami Ousmand on Board 9.
Brown, A (1925) - Wei, R (1657), 2008 Qld Juniors U18, Round 2 Board 2 01/07/2008
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 c5 4.d5 b5 5.dxe6 fxe6 6.cxb5 d5 7.e3 a6 8.a4 Bd7 9.Ne5 c4 10.Nxd7 Qxd7 11.bxa6 Nxa6 12.b3 Bb4+ 13.Bd2 Bxd2+ 14.Nxd2 Nc5 15.bxc4 Rxa4 16.Rxa4 Nxa4 17.cxd5 Nxd5 18.Nf3 Nac3 19.Qc2 0–0 20.e4 Qa7 21.exd5 Qa1+ 22.Kd2 Nxd5 23.Bd3 Qa5+ 24.Ke2 Nf4+ 25.Kf1 Nxd3 26.Qxd3 Rd8 27.Qe2 Qa1+ 28.Ne1 Kf7 29.g3 Ke7 30.Kg2 Qc3 31.Nf3 Rf8 32.Re1 Rf6 33.Nd2 Rh6 34.Ne4 Qc6 35.Qb2 Rf6 36.f3 Rg6 37.Qa3+ Ke8 38.Rc1 Qd7 39.Qa8+ Kf7 40.Rb1 1–0

A pair of leaders emerged after Round 3, where Perpie outplayed Sam Grigg on Board 2; unhappy with his position Sam sacrificed the house unsoundly and ended up mated! For a while it looked like Perpie would be outright leader, as Jonas Muller fought back from a defensive position to end up in a rook ending a pawn up against Gene Nakauchi on Board 1 (see game below). It should have been drawn; but Jonas was too passive, gave back the pawn and ended up losing! So 3/3 for Gene and Perpie, with Sebastian Jule on 2.5/3 after he survived a bad opening to gain the initiative and a mating attack vs Robin Wei on Board 3. No real upsets this round, as five players were still in contention on 2/3; this included visiting Victorian Sally Yu, who beat Oliver McCarthy on Board 4 after the latter swapped off into a lost king and pawn ending.
Nakauchi, G (2020) - Muller, J (1679), 2008 Qld Juniors U18, Round 3 Board 1, 02/07/2008
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 d5 5.Bd3 0–0 6.Nf3 c5 7.0–0 dxc4 8.Bxc4 cxd4 9.exd4 b6 10.Bg5 Bb7 11.Ne5 Bxc3 12.bxc3 Qc7 13.Bd3 Nbd7 14.Re1 Nxe5 15.dxe5 Qc6 16.f3 Nd7 17.Be7 Rfe8 18.Be4 Qc8 19.Bd6 Bxe4 20.Rxe4 Nc5 21.Rd4 Qc6 22.Qc2 Rac8 23.Rad1 Nb7 24.c4 b5 25.Rh4 h6 26.Rdd4 Qb6 27.Kh1 Rxc4 28.Rxc4 bxc4 29.Rxc4 Nxd6 30.exd6 Qxd6 31.f4 Rd8 32.h3 Qd1+ 33.Qxd1 Rxd1+ 34.Kh2 Rd7 35.a4 f6 36.Kg3 Kf7 37.Kg4 Re7 38.Kf3 Rd7 39.a5 Ke7 40.Rc6 Rd6 41.Rc8 Rd7 42.a6 Rd6 43.Rc7+ Rd7 44.Rb7 Kd8 45.Rb8+ Kc7 46.Re8 Rd6 47.Re7+ Rd7 48.Rxe6 Kd8 49.f5 Kc7 50.Kg4 Kd8 51.h4 Kc7 52.Kh5 Kd8 53.g4 Rd5 54.Kg6 Rd7 55.Re4 Kc7 56.Re8 Rd4 57.Kxg7 Rxg4+ 58.Kxh6 Rxh4+ 59.Kg6 Rh1 60.Re7+ Kb6 61.Re6+ Kb5 62.Kxf6 Rf1 63.Kg6 Rg1+ 64.Kf7 Kc5 65.f6 Rf1 66.Ke7 1–0

The Board 1 game in Round 4 was a thriller, with Andrew Brown sacrificing a piece for three pawns and attempting to attack Gene Nakauchi (see game below). The ensuing messy position saw Andrew the exchange down, but with all sorts of attacking chances; then time pressure set in; and in a mutual time scramble Andrew missed his chances, was gradually outplayed and lost pawns to end up losing rook and two pawns vs rook! This left Gene outright leader on 4/4, from three players on 3/4: Sam Grigg (attacked and forced mate against Sebastian Jule), Jonas Muller (beat Alex O’Flynn) and Daniel Ford (won a piece to beat Sally Yu). Slight upsets were scored by Lachlan Pedersen-Lee vs Caleb Eriksson, and the unrated Nizami Ousmand vs Brandon Leggett. Bottom board showed just how tough an event this was, where Danielle Kinder may have thought she would have things easier; but no, she was upset there by Jonathan Ringrose!
Brown, A (1925) - Nakauchi, G (2020), 2008 Qld Juniors U18, Round 4 Board 1, 02/07/2008
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 e6 4.Nc3 exd5 5.cxd5 d6 6.e4 g6 7.f4 Bg7 8.Nf3 O-O 9.Be2 a6 10.a4 Re8 11.Nd2 Nbd7 12.O-O Qc7 13.Qc2 Rb8 14.Qd3 h6 15.Bf3 b5 16.axb5 axb5 17.Nxb5 Qb6 18.Nc4 Qxb5 19.Ra5 Qb7 20.Nxd6 Qc7 21.Nc4 Nb6 22.d6 Qd8 23.Ra7 Nxc4 24.Qxc4 Be6 25.Qxc5 Nd7 26.Qf2 Rb4 27.e5 f6 28.Bc6 fxe5 29.fxe5 Bxe5 30.Rxd7 Bd4 31.Be3 Bxd7 32.Qf7 Kh8 33.Bxd4 Rxd4 34.Bxd7 Rg8 35.Qe6 Rg7 36.Qe5 Rd2 37.Qf4 Qg5 38.Qf8 Rg8 39.Qf3 Qc5 40.Kh1 Rxd6 41.Qh3 Qg5 42.Qc3 Rg7 43.Bc6 Kh7 44.b4 Qg4 45.Bf3 Qd7 46.Qc5 Rf6 47.h3 Qd3 48.Kg1 Rf5 49.Qc8 Qd4 50.Kh1 Qxb4 51.Rd1 Qa3 52.Be4 Rf8 53.Qe6 Qa4 54.Re1 Qb4 55.Rd1 Qb5 56.Bf3 Qg5 57.Qe4 Qg3 58.Re1 Rgf7 59.Rb1 h5 60.Rb6 Rxf3 61.gxf3 Qxh3 62.Kg1 Qg3 63.Kh1 Qxf3 64.Qxf3 Rxf3 65.Kg2 Ra3 66.Rb8 Kh6 67.Rb4 Ra5 68.Kg3 Kg5 69.Rb3 h4 70.Kf3 Rf5 71.Kg2 Kg4 72.Rb4 Rf4 73.Rb8 g5 74.Rb2 h3 75.Kh2 Kh4 76.Rb8 Rf2 77.Kh1 g4 78.Rb1 Rf4 79.Kg1 g3 80.Ra1 h2 81.Kg2 Rf2 82.Kh1 Kh3 0-1

Just when he thought it was safe to go back in the water, Gene was sabotaged by Sam Grigg in Round 5! A piece sacrifice followed by an exchange sacrifice left Sam a rook down, but with a strong attack; and he got it through brilliantly to force mate and join Gene in the lead on 4/5 (see game below). Andrew Brown then formed a triumvirate of leaders with a win against Jonas Muller. In time trouble and in a difficult position, this time it was Andrew who fought his way out of trouble; he ended up in a won queen and pawn ending, where his central connected passed pawns were overwhelming. Sebastian Jule and Daniel Ford also had a battle on Board 3; in the end, after queries about a defective clock, the game settled into a perpetual check and a draw.
Nakauchi, G (2020) - Grigg, S (1783) 2008 Qld Juniors U18, Round 5 Board 1, 03/07/2008
1.d4 e6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 c5 5.Bd3 Nc6 6.Nf3 d5 7.0–0 0–0 8.a3 Bxc3 9.bxc3 dxc4 10.Bxc4 Qc7 11.Ba2 e5 12.h3 e4 13.Nh2 b6 14.Qe2 Na5 15.a4 Re8 16.Ba3 Be6 17.Ng4 Nd5 18.Rfc1 c4 19.Ne5 Rac8 20.Rab1 f6 21.Ng4 h5 22.Nh2 Bf7 23.Nf1 f5 24.Nd2 f4 25.Bb4 Re6 26.Bxa5 Rg6 27.Bb4 Qd7 28.Kh2 Qf5 29.Rg1 Be6 30.exf4 Qxf4+ 31.Kh1 Nf6 32.Bxc4 Rxc4 33.Nxc4 Ng4 34.g3 Nxf2+ 35.Kh2 Qf5 36.Qf1 h4 37.Ne3 Qf3 38.Ng4 Bxg4 39.Qc4+ Kh7 40.Rg2 Bxh3 41.Rbg1 hxg3+ 42.Rxg3 Rxg3 43.Qg8+ Kxg8 44.Rxg3 Qh1# 0–1

Perhaps some of the players were getting tired, as the games were over rather quicker and more decisively in Round 6! Andrew Brown tied up Daniel Ford’s pieces in knots on top board, inducing him to sacrifice a piece to try and escape; this failed rather badly, leaving Andrew with an easy win. Gene was even more convincing against Robin Wei on Board 2, an extra exchange and more active pieces the basis for his win there. Sam Grigg’s chances were dented by Jonas Muller, who scored a crushing positional victory against a Sam who by his own confession “doesn’t know how to play the Hedgehog”. He was still probably happier than Alex O’Flynn; poor Alex missed many wins (the last is below) in his king and pawn ending where he started a pawn up against Lachlan Pedersen-Lee. This was a topsy-turvy ending, where Alex was winning easily when there were still pawns on both sides of the board, then made it hard by allowing pawn swaps so all the pawns were on the same side of the board; it should have been drawn after this, but Lachlan made more errors to allow Alex the win below; but he misplayed this too, and it eventually settled into a draw!
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Here Black (to move) wins with 1. Ka3! The two main variations run 2. Kc3 Ka2 3. b4 a4 4. Kc2 a3 5. Kc1 Kb3 and wins easily; or 2. Kc3 Ka2 3. Kc2 c5! (a key spare pawn move) 4. Kc3 Kb1 5. Kc4 Kb2 6. Kxc5 Kxb3 and wins. I will leave it to you to work out the rest, dear reader; it should not be too hard for you to fill in the details…
Gene was pretty convincing in reaching 6/7 in Round 7: he beat Alexander O’Flynn rather quickly, then waited to see if Perpie could join him! He was waiting a long time, as Perpie had an initiative, a space advantage and the two bishops as White but could not quite crack Caleb Eriksson; Caleb fought very hard, swapped off the bishops and ended up in a very tricky rook and pawn ending. Perpie was then behind on time, and probably should not have won it; but somehow he weakened Caleb’s pawns and managed to get in, winning to join Gene on 6/7. Sam Grigg also got an initiative and gradually outplayed Daniel Ford to reach 5/6, still in contention for the title of Queensland Junior Champion. He was joined there by Jonas Muller, whose rook sacrifice to attack Nizami Ousmand ended up winning him a tough game. Meanwhile upsets were scored by Oliver McCarthy, who fought back from a probably lost position to beat Danielle Kinder; and Jake Pyper, who scored his first win by winning a queen against Yuta Aikawa.
Sebastian Jule began with a good position against Gene on top board in Round 8 (the final round); but gradually he then let Gene outplay him to claim at least equal first. Gene then had to wait for Perpie, who was initially even against Alex O’Flynn; but eventually the cream came to the top again, and Perpie prevailed to share first place with Gene on 7/8. Of course, being from the ACT, Perpie was not eligible for the title of Queensland Junior Champion; so that one was claimed by Gene… Sam Grigg and Jonas Muller were the contenders for third on 6/8; and Jonas prevailed against Daniel Ford to claim outright third after a solid Robin Wei was the one who cashed in on his good start to upset Sam. So Sam had to be content with equal fourth with Robin on 5/8, while Caleb Eriksson beat Oliver McCarthy to be the only other one above 50% (4.5/8).
Under 12
Clear top seed here was Alex Stahnke, with challenges possible from experienced rivals like (in seeding order) Leteisha Simmonds and Ryan Louie (among others). They all won in Round 1, with Boards 3 and 4 the toughest. On Board 3, Ryan Louie had to work very hard in a long game before turning a rook ending into a won king and pawn vs king ending against Bradley Begaud. On Board 4, Sabin Karibasic also had to work hard before winning a knight and pawn ending a pawn up against Jamie Cullen. The most impressive thing to me was that even in Round 1, all the Under 12s used their time well; the Under 8’s could learn a thing or two from that…
Round 2 saw the top four seeds continue to win convincingly – but the first surprise of the event was on Board 5, where fifth seed Daniel Arase was stunned by the unrated Vineths Ousmand. Activity and a strong advanced passed d-pawn ended up with tactics winning Vineths a queen! In another upset, Jenny Yum beat Kees Huband-Lint... Round 3 saw the top seeds keep on trucking, with three players reaching 3/3: Alex Stahnke, Leteisha Simmonds and Ryan Louie. Of these, Leteisha’s game was hardest, as she somehow turned a Fried Liver against Vineths Ousmand into a winning ending a pawn ahead!
In the last game of the first day of this two day event, the top board game between Ryan Louie and Leteisha Simmonds was a thriller! After various tactics, Ryan ended up with two rooks for queen and pawn; and after much manoeuvring, was able to swap off the two rooks for the queen into a won king and pawn ending a pawn ahead. This left him joint leader on 4/4 with Alex Stahnke, who used active pieces and a knight fork to win a rook and beat Alannah Byrne on Board 2. Sabin Karibasic and Kenji Nakauchi joined Leteisha on 3/4 by beating Vineths and Jamie Cullen respectively. No more upsets this round; and a thrilling top board clash between Alex Stahnke and Ryan Louie to look forward to on Day 2 of this event…
Friday dawned, and with it the top board clash between our perfect leaders was indeed fascinating: Ryan Louie achieving a good position as White, with the two bishops and somewhat superior activity. Sadly for Ryan fast chess is clearly not his forte, and it is Alex’s: from a won ending a pawn up with two bishops vs bishop and knight Ryan allowed Alex’s knight to run rampant, winning pawns and eventually the game. So Alex was outright leader on 5/5, from Ryan, Sabin Karibasic and Kenji Nakauchi on 4/5. Sabin beat Leteisha Simmonds by swapping till his more active pieces scored a decisive pin; and in a minor upset, Kenji beat Daniel Arase on time. Another minor upset saw Alannah Byrne beat Jamie Cullen to join a large group on 3/5.
Good players are lucky, and Alex Stahnke certainly proved that after miscalculating early in his top board Round 6 game against Leteisha Simmonds; he lost a piece, but Leteisha then offered him a draw which was gratefully accepted! This kept Alex in the outright lead on 5.5/6, by just half a point from Sabin Karibasic and Ryan Louie on 5/6. Sabin seemed to be defending early against Kenji Nakauchi, but fought back well to turn the tables and win; while Ryan accounted for Alannah Byrne. Callum Leggett’s minor upset win over Bradley Begaud kept him in contention on 4/6 with Kenji. In another upset, Matthew Cervenjak defeated Kees Huband-Lint.
Luck continued to follow Alex Stahnke in Round 7, as he misplayed his early advantage and turned his game into a drawn bishop and three pawns vs knight and three pawns endgame against Callum Leggett. His pawns were doubled, and he really should not have been able to win this ending; but somehow he managed to do so to reach 6.5/7 and maintain his outright lead. Ryan Louie was also a little bit lucky in his game against Sabin Karibasic, losing a key pawn near his king but fighting back to end up checkmating his poor opponent! This kept him in second place on 6/7, just half a point behind Alex and still waiting for a slip… Kenji Nakauchi attacked and won material to beat Leteisha and join Sabin on 5/7; while Matthew Cervenjak upset Jenny Yum to join a group of four players on 4/7.
The last round saw Alex Stahnke guarantee himself outright first on 7.5/8 by beating Matthew Cervenjak, while Ryan Louie had it much harder before drawing with Kenji Nakauchi to claim outright second on 6.5/8. Sabin Karibasic’s tough and long endgame win against Daniel Arase snared him third on 6/8, leaving Kenji in fourth on 5.5/8. No other last round upsets, and only two other players scored over 50%: Callum Leggett 5/8 (beat Alannah Byrne), and Leteisha Simmonds 4.5/8 (defeated Kees Huband-Lint).
Under 10
A close battle was likely in this event between the top three seeds, these being in order Martin Jack, Daniel Lapitan and Callum Gray. They all won in Round 1; and indeed despite some tough fights, every single game in this round went according to rating! Round 2 was similar, as the cream kept coming to the top. At this stage, like the Under 8s, the top board games were still finishing too quickly! The exceptions were on Board 2, where Daniel Lapitan beat Melanie Karibasic in a game where both players took their time; and Board 4, where Laurence Bristow did similarly with Jared Louie.
After Round 3 we had two leaders on 3/3: Daniel Lapitan and Martin Jack. Daniel was rather faster in beating Laurence Bristow; while Martin Jack was a tiny bit lucky to win the best game of the event so far against Callum Gray. They played down to a rook and pawn ending where both players had to sacrifice their rook for a passed pawn; but Martin misplayed the way he did it, giving Callum a chance for a tactic sacrificing his rook to queen! Having missed this, Callum was still drawing due to the presence of rook pawns; but he misplayed it again, so sadly for him he ended up losing king and rook pawn vs king. Still no upsets this round, but the games were getting closer; the closest rated battle was on Board 3, where Jordan Vico defeated Jared Louie.
Martin Jack became the outright leader on 4/4 after Round 4: his win against Daniel Lapitan was quite convincing, as he won pawns and then managed to swap off into a dead won endgame. Board 2 saw Callum Gray attack fiercely to defeat Laurence Bristow. Callum and Daniel were joined on 3/4 by Matthew Pyper, who beat Jason Dinh; and Jordan Vico, who won a long game to defeat Melanie Karibasic.
A couple of extra pawns was more than enough for Martin Jack to beat Jared Louie on top board in Round 5; so 5/5 meant that Martin maintained his outright lead, by a point from Callum Gray and Daniel Lapitan on 4/5. The Black pieces were no hindrance to Callum and Daniel, who beat Matthew Pyper and Jordan Vico respectively. There was a “mini-upset” in more ways than one on Board 6, where 7-year old Jason Dinh beat the higher rated (and older) Elizabeth Kay.
Martin Jack kept rolling with a win over Melanie Karibasic in Round 6, thus maintaining his outright lead on 6/6. Daniel Lapitan was not giving up, however, as he checkmated Callum Gray in a very tough Board 2 game to move to second place on 5/6, trailing by just one point. Callum was joined on 4/6 by Laurence Bristow and Matthew Pyper, who beat Jason Dinh and Jordan Vico respectively.

Round 7 was perhaps Martin Jack’s luckiest win of the event, as he was the exchange down in a lost ending against Laurence Bristow; but as he advanced his connected passed pawns Laurence did not advance his single passed pawn, and in the end Martin got his pawns through to win and claim the Under 10 title outright on 7/7! He was safe after Daniel Lapitan sacrificed too much to try and get at Jordan Vico’s king; Jordan defended well to bring home the full point and join Daniel in second place on 5/7. Meanwhile, Callum Gray reached 4.5/7 by drawing queen against rook pawn on the seventh rank against Jared Louie.
A quick win against James Kay enabled Martin Jack to reach a perfect score of 8/8 to win the event – well done Martin! Daniel Lapitan was equally quick in beating Jason Dinh to reach 6/8; this snared him second outright after Jordan Vico could only draw his pure opposite coloured bishop ending a pawn up against Laurence Bristow. Jordan thus had to be content with outright third on 5.5/8; while Matthew Pyper’s upset win against Callum Gray enabled him to reach 5/8 and overtake Callum into equal fourth place with Melanie Karibasic (who beat Matt McGregor)
Under 8
This 16 player event saw the usual quota of pieces being left en prise and players moving too fast! All first round results were predictable, except that after a high quality game where both players kept material fairly even, Terry Stuart eventually won a rook to upset Kodi Durden on Board 8. In Round 2 Max Hornigold and James Kay also played a good game on top board, with James finally getting his queen and rook in to force mate after Max declined to swap queens. An upset was scored on Board 3 by Jayden Stickley, who won lots of material to beat Jason Dinh. Joshua Leung also scored an upset in similar fashion, on Board 6 against Blake Evert.
One of the best games of the event took place on Board 2 in Round 3, with Adrian Cho winning a piece against Jayden Stickley but Jayden getting dangerous passed pawns as compensation. In the end, these pawns won back the piece; and in a top game by Under 8 standards they liquidated to rook and two pawns each and drew by repetition. This left James Kay as outright leader on 3/3 after he won Ray Nakauchi’s queen, with Adrian and Jayden just half a point behind on 2.5/3. James’ pieces then wreaked havoc in his Round 4 top board game against Adrian to maintain his lead on 4/4, with Jayden on 3.5/4 after he beat Ray Nakauchi. Terry Stuart and Joshua Leung won the “fighting draw” award for playing all the way down to a king each! James Kay (5/5) kept on trucking by beating Jayden in Round 5, leaving him a point in front of Max Hornigold after the latter’s extra queen checkmated Jason Dinh on Board 2 in an upset. Kodi Durden also scored an upset on Board 3, his win against Adrian Cho a quick one even by Under 8 standards!
Round 6 saw James Kay reach 6/6 by gradually outplaying Jason Dinh, who at least lasted longer than most of his predecessors… But Max beat Jayden to stay in reach on 5/6, while Kodi Durden upset Kevin Song… James guaranteed himself at least equal first with a convincing victory over Kodi in Round 7; but Max even now still stayed in touch by beating Arthur Stuart, while Blake Evert and Taylor Leggett were the second pair to draw by playing all the way down to a king each! The final round then saw lots of checkmates, as James completed his perfect score by checkmating Arthur Stuart’s advanced king despite being a piece down! Kodi also achieved mate in his upset win against Jayden; while Max remained in outright second place on 6/8 despite his Board 2 loss to Adrian Cho (and Adrian got third on 5.5/8).
