Queensland Under 10 Championships: Yi Ha!
by DOP Charles Zworestine

Look at the title: doubtless “Yee Ha!” is what Yi Liu would have been crying with delight after this event… A recent arrival to Queensland, Yi’s ACF rating of 1052 made him second seed behind Lachlan van den Bergh (1054), with two other players over 1000: Daniel Arase (1031) and Alan Lam (1009). Time controls were 35 minutes each, plus ten seconds per move from the start (Fischer); and I am pleased to say that the Under 10s moved relatively slowly, and used their time well (perhaps even better than the Under 12s). With the ratings of the top seeds so close, this was always going to be a very competitive event… Mind you, this was not clear from Round 1, where they all won handily and there were no upsets whatsoever!
There were already some interesting games at the top in Round 2, however. Lachlan won a queen (against Kenji Nakauchi), then walked into a discovered check allowing his opponent to promote and get his queen back! The top seed eventually recovered to win a rook and force mate. Yi Liu checkmated Ryan Louie’s king trapped on h1 with only a pinned knight on g1 to protect it. Daniel Arase beat Jared Louie, while Alan Lam had to work very hard to do the same from a drawn king and pawn ending against Leteisha Simmonds.
Come Round 3, and Daniel Arase won quickly against the diminutive Wilbert Tan. Indeed the games this round were almost all over quickly, with the higher seeds all winning: only Yi took a while but eventually subdued Callum Leggett, while Lachlan joined Yi and Daniel in the lead by beating Alan Lam… So to Round 4, and the critical meeting between the top two seeds in the last game of Day 1, with Yi Black against Lachlan: and it was Yi who prevailed, winning a long game by first winning several pawns, then watching his opponent overstep the time limit (in a position which was lost anyway). Yi was joined in the lead by Daniel Arase, who beat Alan Lam quite quickly by winning lots of material! A group of 5 players were still in contention on 3/4: Lachlan, Steve Charalambous, Callum Leggett, Ryan Louie and Blair Carey (who upset Kenji Nakauchi in Round 4).
At the dawn of Day 2, it was clear that it is good to be White in the Under 10s: the first 9 games finished in Round 5 (Board 1 and Boards 5-11 inclusive) saw White win all of them! On top board Yi took the outright lead on 5/5 by beating Alex Arase, winning a pawn early (a powerful protected passed pawn on d5) and cashing in to beat the birthday boy. Steve Charalambous and Lachlan van den Bergh spoilt the pattern of White wins with a long draw, although Steve (White!) should have won this one too – he missed a forced mate at the end, and took a perpetual check instead – but Boards 3 and 4 were also White wins, with a nice combination on Board 3 winning Ryan Louie two pawns and game against Callum Leggett… In Round 6 the games were all fast again, with Yi (6/6) winning quickly against Steve to maintain his lead, but Daniel (5/6) remaining in contention by beating Ryan Louie. Lachlan was on 4.5/6 after beating Wilbert Tan, while a group of players on 4/6 included Alan Lam (defeated Jared Louie), Callum Leggett (beat Blair Carey) and Leteisha Simmonds (winner against Kenji Nakauchi).
Round 7 saw Yi win pawns and eventually force mate after his opponent, Alan Lam, fell for a tactic; this left Yi the guaranteed victor on 7/7 after Daniel Arase lost a long game to Lachlan. The latter thus moved into outright second on 5.5/7, half a point ahead of Daniel who was joined on 5/7 by Ryan Louie (beat Leteisha) and Callum (who defeated Martin Jack)… So to the last round, where Yi showed us why you should “never take the queen knight pawn with your queen”: he got his queen trapped, lost it for a rook and eventually suffered his only loss of the event to Leteisha! He still won the title outright on 7/8, but the screams of “Yee Ha!” were a little less vocal… Callum’s upset win over Daniel Arase and Ryan Louie’s stunning mate in one a piece down against Lachlan snared these two players equal second on 6/8, and completed a thrilling event of upsets, good sportspersonship, good chess and generally good fun!
