Rogers’ Reign Rolls On: 2006 Gold Coast Open and Under 1600
Report by DOP Charles Zworestine

Same numbers as last year, similar playing strength: and still one of our top 2-day weekenders! Last year’s Gold Coast Open got 82 players (24 in the Open, 58 in the Under 1600), and the story was remarkably similar this year: 26 in the Open, 56 in the Under 1600. As a new organiser (Outreach Chess, headed by Peter Bender) had taken over, these numbers were pretty good – the next step is to get back to the 100 players of two years ago… The presence of GM Ian Rogers, IMs Stephen Solomon and Peter Froehlich and former Australian Junior Champion Moulthun Ly meant the event was still a prestigious one, but they were never going to have it all their own way – especially not with juniors like Dusan Stojic, equal first in the Doeberl Cup, in the field! Still, at your standard (at least in Oz) Fischer time control of 60 minutes plus 10 seconds per move from the start, Ian Rogers was shooting for his fifth title in a row; could anyone stop him?

The top seeds won pretty routinely in Round 1, except for Craig Duxbury who was lucky to win the longest game of the round when his opponent, Derek Elkington, overstepped the time limit in a drawish rook and pawn ending (despite Craig being a pawn ahead). A couple of juniors sprung upset draws lower down: Alex Jule was winning (pawns up) but allowed a perpetual against Phachara Wongwichit, while Liam McGarity was better for much of the game in his draw with David Lovejoy (over 600 points higher rated!). In an all junior battle, Ben Lazarus was winning but missed a tactic (based on a knight fork) against Jessica Kinder; Jess could then have sprung an upset, but agreed a draw in a superior position… Meanwhile, the Under 1600 already saw a first round shock on Board 1, as Zane Adams upset top seed Alex Toolsie (who blundered a piece). More of those dastardly juniors took adults prisoner when Yi Liu beat third seed Craig Stewart; and fourth seed Bill Ross was another upset victim against Leoma Lee, sacrificing a piece thinking he could regain it but miscalculating the resulting tactics.
Round 2 already saw some interesting results in the Open, with George Lester drawing with Jonathan Humphrey, Phachara Wongwichit stunned by Jessica Kinder’s monster passed e-pawn in the early middlegame and Liam McGarity winning the biggest upset prize for his win over Ben Lazarus with a nice exchange sacrifice to force a passed pawn through. Rogers, Solomon and Froehlich all rolled on, with Ian triumphant over Craig Duxbury, Froehlich over John O’Brien and Solo winning a nice game against Dusan Stojic (see game below). Moulthun Ly was lucky to draw in the end against Svetozar Stojic after he mistakenly swapped off into a lost king and pawn ending, but Svetozar did not see how to win it… The Under 1600 saw fifth seed Ross Lam held to a draw by Peter Booy, while Bill Egan suffered an upset loss in a miniature against John Humphrey (senior). Nick Kospartov struck a blow for the adults when he scored an upset win over a junior, Steven Cooke – it’s normally the other way round!
Solomon, S (2399) - Stojic, D (2067) [A79] 2006 Gold Coast Open (2), Board 2 24/06/2006
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6 5.Nf3 0–0 6.Be2 c5 7.d5 e6 8.0–0 exd5 9.cxd5 Re8 10.Nd2 Na6 11.f3 Nc7 12.a4 b6 13.Nc4 Ba6 14.Bg5 h6 15.Be3 Bxc4 16.Bxc4 a6 17.Qd2 Kh7 18.Rab1 Qd7 19.b4 b5 20.Bd3 c4 21.Bc2 Qe7 22.Rbe1 Nd7 23.f4 Qf6 24.e5 dxe5 25.Ne4 Qd8 26.f5 Nf6 27.Nxf6+ Bxf6 28.d6 c3 29.Qd1 bxa4 30.fxg6+ fxg6 31.Qh5 e4 32.Qxh6+ Kg8 33.Qxg6+ Bg7 34.Qf7+ 1–0

Ian Rogers was really tested for the first time in Round 3, when Stephen Solomon sacrificed much material for activity and a very dangerous position; at one stage he was a rook and a piece down, but Ian’s king was in grave danger! The grandmaster fought off the challenge with the help of the clock, and ended up winning to take the outright lead on 3/3 (see game below). He was helped by Peter Froehlich’s early draw with Moulthun Ly, while Jessica Kinder was another junior continuing to wreak havoc when she drew with David Lovejoy… The Under 1600 saw far fewer shocks this round, as even some of the youngsters were kept in check for once! By the end of Round 3, we had five equal leaders on 3/3: Nenad Chelebichanin, Peter Radovan, Shayne Hunter, Yitao Lei and Matthew Gilpin.
Rogers, I (2564) - Solomon, S (2409) [E37] Gold Coast Open (3), Board 1 24/06/2006
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 d5 5.a3 Bxc3+ 6.Qxc3 Ne4 7.Qc2 c5 8.dxc5 Nc6 9.cxd5 exd5 10.Nf3 Bf5 11.b4 b6 12.b5 bxc5 13.bxc6 Rb8 14.Bf4 Qa5+ 15.Nd2 0–0 16.Bxb8 Rxb8 17.f3 Nd6 18.Qc1 c4 19.g4 c3 20.gxf5 Nxf5 21.Bh3 Nd4 22.Kf2 Re8 23.Ne4 dxe4 24.e3 Qh5 25.exd4 Qxh3 26.Qe3 Qh4+ 27.Kf1 c2 28.f4 Qf6 29.Rc1 Qxc6 30.Rg1 Qc4+ 31.Kg2 f5 32.Kh1 Rc8 33.Rg2 Qd3 34.Qe2 Qb3 35.d5 g6 36.Qa6 Rc3 37.Qe6+ Kg7 38.Qe7+ Kg8 39.Qb4 Qxa3 40.Qxa3 Rxa3 41.Rgxc2 Kg7 42.Rd1 1–0

So to the last of the Saturday games, and Ian again showed why he is a grandmaster: he sacrificed a piece (allowing his bishop to be trapped on g6) for compensation that nobody could understand, least of all his opponent (Peter Froehlich)! Froehlich handled the position quite well, so Ian offered him a draw; about to take the piece he declined, but then he found he could not cope with the pressure (time trouble did not help) and ended up losing. 4/4 for Ian, while Solo took care of his second Stojic and Moulthun, Dusan and Lovejoy all also won to get to 3/4. Another top board upset in the Under 1600, where Matthew Gilpin came back from an exchange down (which he had earlier sacrificed for an attack) to stun Nenad Chelebichanin. With Boards 2 and 3 (Peter Radovan vs Shayne Hunter and Leoma Lee vs Yitao Lei) both ending in draws, this left Matthew as the outright leader on 4/4 going into the Sunday rounds.
Froehlich, P (2373) - Rogers, I (2564) [D16] Gold Coast Open (4), Board 1 24/06/2006
1.Nf3 d5 2.d4 Nf6 3.c4 c6 4.Nc3 dxc4 5.a4 Bg4 6.Ne5 Bh5 7.f3 Nfd7 8.Nxc4 e5 9.g3 Bb4 10.dxe5 0–0 11.Bh3 Qe7 12.f4 Rd8 13.Qc2 Na6 14.0–0 Qc5+ 15.Ne3 Nb6 16.g4 Nc4 17.Rf3 Bg6 18.f5 Nxe5 19.Rf4 Re8 20.Kh1 Rad8 (=) 21.fxg6 hxg6 22.Nf1 Qe7 23.Be3 Bd6 24.Re4 Qh4 25.Kg2 Nc5 26.Bf2 Qf6 27.Bxc5 Bxc5 28.Kh1 Qf2 29.Ng3 Nf3 30.Rxe8+ Rxe8 31.Bg2 Ne1 32.Rxe1 Qxe1+ 33.Nf1 Qf2 0–1
Short work was made of both Jonathan Humphrey and David Lovejoy on the top two boards in Round 5, with Ian taking care of Jonathan in a pawn up ending and David sacrificing a piece unsoundly to lose to Solo. Froehlich had it rather tougher, but eventually took care of Svetozar Stojic. The big win, though, was by Dusan Stojic over Moulthun Ly, a nice victory virtually guaranteeing Dusan a trip to Malaysia as at least the top junior in the Grand Prix (see game below)… Meanwhile the battle of the juniors on top board in the Under 1600 saw Yitao Lei finally end Matthew Gilpin’s run after the latter misplayed a combination. Yitao was joined in the lead by Peter Radovan (an adult!) and Shayne Hunter, who handed Nenad Chelebichanin his second loss in a row by grinding him down in a very long game.
Stojic, D (2067) - Ly, M (2213) [C02] 2006 Gold Coast Open (5), Board 3 25/06/2006
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5 4.c3 Nc6 5.Nf3 Bd7 6.Be2 Nge7 7.a3 c4 8.0–0 Qb6 9.Nbd2 Na5 10.Rb1 f6 11.Re1 Ng6 12.exf6 gxf6 13.b4 cxb3 14.c4 Nf4 15.Bf1 Qc7 16.g3 Rg8 17.Kh1 dxc4 18.Nxc4 Nd5 19.Nxa5 Qxa5 20.Qxb3 Be7 21.Qxb7 Rc8 22.Bb5 Rc7 23.Bxd7+ Kxd7 24.Qb3 Rc3 25.Qb7+ Rc7 26.Bd2 Qa4 27.Qb3 Qa6 28.a4 Rgc8 29.Re4 Rc4 30.Rbe1 R8c6 31.a5 Bb4 32.Rh4 Bxd2 33.Rxh7+ Ne7 34.Nxd2 Qxa5 35.Qb7+ Rc7 36.Qe4 R4c6 37.d5 1–0

An in-form Dusan Stojic gave Ian Rogers a tough workout in Round 6; although Ian was never in danger, Dusan had definite drawing chances until his weak pawns eventually cost him the game in a difficult ending. Solomon-Froehlich was critical, and one of the better games of the event (see game below). Having declined Froehlich’s draw offer on move 13, Solo’s position was fine as he prepared to try and exploit Peter’s isolated d-pawn; but before he could he found Peter’s active pieces getting his king in enormous trouble, and his position slid downhill amazingly rapidly until he lost his queen and resigned! Moulthun conceded any chances of a place by drawing with Phachara Wongwichit… The Under 1600 saw Shayne Hunter take the outright lead on 5.5/6 by beating Bill Egan, who got his pieces tied up in knots, lost pawns and eventually resigned after having a bishop trapped. Draws in Peter Radovan-Yitao Lei (in a tricky knight vs bishop ending) and Matthew Gilpin-Leoma Lee still had them in contention, while Tyson Walker was making a late move (after conceding an early upset) to join Yitao and Peter in second place on 5/6.
Solomon, S (2399) - Froehlich, P (2373) [E39] 2006 Gold Coast Open (6), Board 2 25/06/2006
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 0–0 5.Nf3 c5 6.dxc5 Na6 7.g3 Nxc5 8.Bg2 Nce4 9.Bd2 Nxd2 10.Nxd2 d5 11.cxd5 exd5 12.Nb3 Re8 13.a3 Bxc3+ (=) 14.Qxc3 Bg4 15.Nd4 Ne4 16.Qd3 Nc5 17.Qd1 Qb6 18.f3 Bd7 19.Rc1 Rac8 20.Kf2 Ba4 21.b3 Nxb3 22.Rxc8 Rxc8 23.Bh3 Rc1 24.Qxc1 Nxc1 25.Rxc1 Qxd4+ 26.Kg2 g6 27.Kf1 Qe3 28.Rb1 d4 29.f4 d3 30.Bg4 d2 0–1
When the last round came, Ian Rogers was already guaranteed first place; but he made it his third picket fence score in the last four years by making relatively short work of Moulthun. Froehlich agreed a very early draw with Jonathan Humphrey to guarantee himself at least equal second on 5/7; he was duly joined there by Stephen Solomon (who ground down Tony Weller) and Dusan Stojic (winner over Craig Duxbury). The Under 1600 was rather more exciting, as Tyson Walker beat Peter Radovan and then waited for the result of the critical top board game. Shayne Hunter’s pieces looked pretty well placed against Yitao Lei, but his attack could not seem to find a way in; and then tragically for him he moved his queen en prise in time pressure to lose and drop out of first place! Yitao and Tyson were equal first on 6/7, and Shayne had to be content with equal third on 5.5; he was joined there by Sam Grigg and Leoma Lee, two more of those pesky underrated juniors, who defeated fellow juniors Matthew Gilpin and Jayden Fisher respectively.
Open Prize List:
1st Ian Rogers 7/7; 2nd = Peter Froehlich, Stephen Solomon, Dusan Stojic 5; 5th = Sherab Guo-Yuthok, Jonathan Humphrey 4.5/7; 1st Under 1800 Tony Weller 4/7.
Under 1600 Prize List:
1st = Yitao Lei, Tyson Walker 6/7; 3rd = Shayne Hunter, Sam Grigg (1st Under 1450), Leoma Lee (1st Under 1300) 5.5; 2nd Under 1450 Matthew Beltrami 5; 2nd = Under 1300 Daniel Ford, Yi Liu 4; 1st = Under 1100 Brandon Leggett, Allan Menham, Robert Shinnie, Kantley Wu 3.5; 1st = Under 700 Rhys Davies, Danielle Kinder 3.5.
